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ABSTRACT: The objective of this study was to describe the ability of 
teachers in four piloting schools in applying the 2013 curriculum. It was 
conducted at four piloting junior high schools in Gowa. This research 
consisted of four samples, and researcher used the purposive sampling. 
The data were collected by using observation sheet in observing the 
teacher’s mastery toward the learning concept based on 2013 curriculum, 
teachers’ ability in constructing the lesson plan as recommended by 2013 
curriculum, the teachers’ ability in applying the scientific approach at 
class, and teachers’ ability in assesing based on 2013 curriculum rules. In 
analyzing the data, researcher used descriptive quantitative. After 
analyzing the data, it was found that the teachers’ understanding about 
2013 curriculum in teaching English are very good with the SMPN 1 
Bontomaranu’s score is 90, SMPN 3 Sungguminsa’s score is 91, SMPN 1 
Sungguminasa’s score is 92, SMPN 1 Pallangga’s score is 94. Therefore, 
the researcher suggested to the teacher who have been observed to 
sustain their ability about 2013 curriculum and also spread their ability to 
the other teacher who did not really understand yet about the 2013 
curriculum for better English teaching and education in Gowa. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 
urriculum is an important tool for the success of education. Without 
appropriate curriculum, it is difficult to reach the goal of education. In the 
history of education of Indonesia, Indonesia has several times in held 
curriculum change and improvement to adapting the curriculum with improvement 
and progress of time in order to achieve the maximum result. Curriculum change 
based on awareness that development and change that occur in society in Indonesia, 
global challenge, development of science and technology. This continuous change 
requires the improvement of national education system, include the completion of 
curriculum in realizing a society who are able to compete and adapt with the change.  
Muhammad Nuh as Ministry of Education at the time, asserted that 2013 
curriculum designed as an attempt to prepare the future generation in 2045, when 
C 
Volume I, Number 02, December  2015  
247 
100 years independent of Indonesia and also utilizing the numerous productive age 
in 2045 to be a demographic bonus. (Mida Latifatul Huzamiroh, 2013: 111-112). In 
its implementation, the curriculum change gets the pros and cons in society. One of 
the problems that occur was the teacher preparation to face it.  Nevertheless, 
government continues to implement the change of 2013 curriculum by reason quality 
education improvement. The Decree of The Ministry of Education (Permendiknas) 
chapter 71 in 2013 about the curriculum structure explains that 2013 curriculum aims 
at preparing the Indonesia generation in order they are able to live as a faithful, 
productive, innovative, creative, affective, and contributive in life society, nation, 
state, and also civilization. Besides, one of the efforts to support the 2013 curriculum 
is preparing the teacher to face it. The way to make it real is implementation of 
training toward the teacher in Indonesia about the 2013 curriculum. This training 
aims to produce the competent teacher in applying the scientific approach in 2013 
curriculum when they are teaching.    
The 2013 curriculum also has a similar basic with the basic competency of 
curriculum (curriculum before KTSP) which aims to create the competent and 
competitive students. Indonesia Government also said that 2013 curriculum is not 
something new, it is a development from the previous curriculum (KTSP). 
According to them, in 2013 curriculum there is addition in teaching material that do 
not exist in previous curriculum, also the elimination of unimportant, and sustain the 
relevant one. Furthermore, the education in Indonesia is necessary to formulate a 
curriculum that emphasize in personal experience through the process of observing, 
questioning, reasoning, and trying to increase the learner’s creativity and prior the 
attitude, knowledge, and skill aspect. By the consideration, Government through 
Ministry of Education and Culture start the changes in several schools in academic 
years 2013/2014 at several piloting schools and implement it nationally in 2014 
(Purnomo, 2013). 
 In the implementation of 2013 curriculum for one semester nationally, 
researcher perceives the importance of doing a research about the implementation of 
the curriculum. The research will be an evaluation for better and also give the readers 
important information about the sustainability of 2013 curriculum in Gowa. In this 
research, Gowa, one of regency in South Sulawesi, is elected regency by the research 
because Gowa is the regency that sustain implementation of 2013 curriculum after 
the decree of ministry of education (Permendiknas) chapter 160 in 2014 decide that 
there are two curriculums that use in Indonesia. KTSP and 2013 curriculum. School 
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that implemented curriculum since academic years 2013/2014, continued the 
implementation of 2013 curriculum, and several schools that implemented 2013 
curriculum since academic years 2014/2015 back to 2006 curriculum (KTSP).  
 In this study, researcher also focuses on English subject. In 2013 curriculum, 
English is one of controversial subject that discussed by the people because several 
issues which related to English subject, particularly in junior high school. Those 
issues are about the elimination of English, reduction of learning time in English 
subject, and the range of English material in English syllabus. In fact, these issues are 
totally contradictive with the demands of time, remembering that now Indonesia 
prepares the generation to face the ASEAN Economy Community, and English is 
very important here.      
 Therefore, the researcher intends to find out the fact about the learning 
English base on 2013 curriculum at Junior high school in Gowa. This research will 
present information about the sustainability of 2013 curriculum in Gowa, as regency 
that sustain the implementation of 2013 curriculum after the decree of Ministry of 
Education chapter 160 in 2014 and also be an evaluation about teacher ability after 
the 2013 curriculum training that was held during three weeks in Gowa on May 2014.    
 
B. LITERATURE REVIEW 
Abdur Rofik (2014) in his thesis said that in Wonosobo, Central Java the 
implementation of 2013 curriculum is still not maximal. The constraints which faced 
is the mindset change from  previous curriculum (KTSP) to the new curriculum 
(2013 curriculum), facilities and infrastructure, financial, preparation of learning 
tools, and the complexity of the assessment particularly in attitude assessment.  
Sukirno (2014) in his thesis said that the implementation of Curriculum 2013 
in the English language teaching and learning at SMP 1 Kajen Pekalongan does not 
completely run well and in an appropriate order. The teachers have not fully 
implemented the scientific approach and authentic assessment. This is due to the 
teachers' understanding on the curriculum which still lacking and their limited 
teaching time. In the English language teaching and learning, the English language 
teachers of SMP 1 Kajen Pekalongan have some difficulties in the implementation of 
Curriculum 2013. These difficulties include lesson time which is relatively not 
enough to implement the scientific approach and authentic assessment, some 
students who still have low learning motivation, and the differences in teachers’ 
understanding of Curriculum 2013, and the English language teachers made some 
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efforts to overcome the difficulties in question. These efforts include the use of 
interactive teaching and participating in various trainings and workshops related to 
Curriculum 2013 in the school or district MGMP. 
Tutus Lianawati (2014) said in her thesis that the problems which are faced 
by the teachers not only caused by the teachers but also caused by the students and 
the government. There are 14 kinds of problems that are faced by the English 
teachers in implementing curriculum 2013 of SMAN 1 Kudus in academic year 
2013/2014. According to the English teachers, from 14 kinds of problems there are 
11 problems coming from the teachers themselves. Then, 2 problems come from 
students, and 1 problem comes from the government. 
Based on the previous finding above, researcher concludes that the 
implementation of 2013 curriculum in English subject in several schools in Java does 
not completely run well and appropriate. So that the researcher interested in studying 
about the teaching English based on 2013 curriculum at junior high school in South 
Sulawesi, especially in Gowa.   
 
C. RESEARCH METHOD  
This research is descriptive quantitative research, where the researcher 
describes about the   facts that occur in field objectively without generalizing. 
The variables of this research are: 
1. The English teacher’s comprehension about the learning concept based on 
2013 curriculum. 
2. The English teacher ability in constructing the lesson plan based on the rules in 
2013 curriculum. 
3. The learning process based on scientific approach in class. 
4. The English teacher’s ability in assessing based on the rules in 2013 curriculum. 
 In conducting research, the researcher needs to choose number of 
population as the object of research. It was necessary to be done as the first step in 
determining a sample from population. Sugiyono said in his book that population is 
the generalized of the object/ subject that had certain qualities and characteristic 
determined by the researcher to learn and then draw the conclusion. (Sugiyono, 
2013:117). The population in this researcher is all Junior High Schools (105 Junior 
High School) in highland and lowland area in Gowa regency. The samples of this 
research are several piloting schools in Gowa. It uses purposive sampling. 
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The instruments which used by the researcher in this research are: 
1.  Observation Sheet 
 In this research, the researcher uses four observation sheets. The first 
observation sheet is used to measure the English teacher’s comprehension about the 
learning concept as recommended by 2013 curriculum. The second observations 
sheet is to measure the teacher’s ability in constructing the lesson plan based on the 
rules in 2013 curriculum. The third observation sheet is the learning process 
observation. And the fourth observation sheet is English teacher’s ability in assessing 
based on the rules in 2013 curriculum.  
2. Interview 
Besides observation sheets, researcher also do the interview to get more 
information. To measure the English teacher comprehension, the interview process 
takes more roles in helping the researcher especially in observing the teachers’ 
mastery about learning concept based on 2013 curriculum when they are teaching.     
 In collecting data, researcher takes several steps:  
a. Determine the schools that will be the subject of research. Research find out the 
information about the junior high school in Gowa regency that really present of 
all of junior high school in Gowa.  
b. Preliminary study, interviewing the teachers and also the principal.  
c. Come to the research subject to get the data by observe the English teacher’s 
comprehension about learning concept as recommended by 2013 curriculum.  
1) Observe the teacher’s comprehension about learning concept based on 2013 
curriculum. 
2) Observe document (the lesson plan) 
3) Observe the English learning process in class 
4) Observe the assessment process 
 
This research is the descriptive quantitative research and the researcher 
describes all the variables that have observed. The researcher collects the data by 
observing and also interviewing the teachers. In observation sheet, there are numeric 
data and several scales to categorize the numeric data from the observation sheet.  
After researcher categorize its, researchers describe the result of the observation for 
each variable and describes it clearly.   
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D. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 The findings of the research were based on the results of the data analysis. 
The data analysis consisted of several component for each school.  
Table 1, The Result of Observation in Four Piloting Junior High Schools in Gowa. 
School Component Score Category 
SMPN 1 
Bontomarannu 
English teachers comprehension about 
the learning concept based on 2013 
curriculum 
96 Very Good 
The English teacher ability in 
constructing the lesson plan based on 
2013 curriculum 
89 Good 
The learning process based on 
scientific approach in class 
92 Very Good 
The English teachers’ ability in 
assessing based on the rules in 2013 
curriculum 
84 Good 
SMPN 3 
Sungguminasa 
English teachers comprehension about 
the learning concept based on 2013 
curriculum 
96 Very Good 
The English teacher ability in 
constructing the lesson plan based on 
2013 curriculum 
90 Very Good 
The learning process based on 
scientific approach in class 
94 Very Good 
The English teachers’ ability in 
assessing based on the rules in 2013 
curriculum 
84 Good 
SMPN 1 
Sungguminasa 
English teachers comprehension about 
the learning concept based on 2013 
curriculum 
96 Very Good 
The English teacher ability in 
constructing the lesson plan based on 
2013 curriculum 
92 Very Good 
The learning process based on 97 Very Good 
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scientific approach in class 
The English teachers’ ability in 
assessing based on the rules in 2013 
curriculum 
82 Good 
SMPN 1 
Pallangga 
English teachers comprehension about 
the learning concept based on 2013 
curriculum 
95 Very Good 
The English teacher ability in 
constructing the lesson plan based on 
2013 curriculum 
95 Very Good 
The learning process based on 
scientific approach in class 
95 Very Good 
The English teacher’s ability in 
assessing based on the rules in 2013 
curriculum 
82 Good 
 
Table 2, The Total Score of Four Piloting Junior High Schools in Gowa. 
School Total Score (Average) Category 
SMPN 1 Bontomarannu 90 Very Good 
SMPN3 Sungguminasa  91 Very Good 
SMPN 1 Sungguminasa 91 Very Good 
SMPN 1 Pallangga 91 Very Good 
 
Based on approach in curriculum development in previous chapter, the 
curriculum change to 2013 curriculum using the top down approach, because it 
initiated by education official with the command system. But it is not applies in all of 
school directly. In the first step, the school which applies the 2013 curriculum is 
particular school with specific criteria. By the time, the government tries to apply it 
nationally. In fact, there are some obstacles that faced during the implementation of 
2013 curriculum and its make the government decides to apply the 2013 curriculum 
in several schools that called piloting school. In Gowa regency, from 105 junior high 
schools, there are six junior high schools, and researcher decides to observe four 
schools.      
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According to result of observation about teaching English based on 2013 
curriculum at junior high school in Gowa at the previous explanation, the ability of 
teachers in mastering several things in 2013 curriculum are good. It showed us that 
almost all of teacher in four piloting school got >80 in, mastering the learning 
concept based on 2013 curriculum, construct the lesson plan, and implement the 
learning activity based on 2013 curriculum also assess based on the rule in 2013 
curriculum.  
Table 3, The Average of Achievement of Four Piloting Schools in Gowa. 
NO Components Average Category 
1 English teachers comprehension about the 
learning concept based on 2013 curriculum 
97 Very Good 
2 The English teacher ability in constructing 
the lesson plan based on 2013 curriculum 
91 Very Good 
3 The learning process based on scientific 
approach in class 
95 Very Good 
4 The English teachers’ ability in assessing 
based on the rules in 2013 curriculum 
83 Good 
 
The table above is about the average of four things that have observed by the 
researcher. The highest average is in teacher understanding toward the process and 
assessment in learning based on 2013 curriculum with the average 97. Next, about 
the teacher ability in applying the 2013 curriculum in learning process with the 
average 95, and the teacher ability in arranging lesson plan based on 2013 
curriculum’s average is 91. The last is the teacher understanding in assessing based on 
2013 curriculum with the average 83.  
For more information about the four things that observed, researcher also 
asks the teachers about their school condition. Researcher gets some information 
which supports the result of research. In four piloting schools which have observed, 
three of four schools are in very good predicate accreditation (A), and one school in 
good predicate accreditation (B). As the part in education field, we know that 
accreditation is the systematic comprehensive assessment. It consists of internal 
assessment (by school it’s self) and external assessment (visitation) to determine the 
quality of school (Ara Hidayat, 2010:182). Accreditation process is the open 
comprehension assessment about several things: content standard, process standard, 
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graduate competency standard, teacher and educational personnel standard, standard 
of facilities and infrastructure, management standard, financing standard, and 
educational assessment standard. The several standards that observed and the result 
of accreditation in four piloting school gives the researcher start sight that the 
schools which observed are generally good.  
Then, researcher tries to ask about the 2013 curriculum training. 2013 
curriculum training that held by the government in Gowa regency on May 2014 
during three weeks, gives the positive effect for the teacher to implement the 2013 
curriculum. The 2013 curriculum training generally has three objectives: for teachers, 
they are guided to be open mind toward the curriculum changes. Then, after 
following the 2013 curriculum training, teachers are expected to able in handling 
their job accordance with the demand of graduate competency, content, learning 
process, and assessment in 2013 curriculum. For principals, they are expected to 
mobilize the resources to ensure the success of 2013 curriculum implementation. 
And for the supervisor, they are expected to give the technical assistance and help 
the school to overcome the obstacle that faced during the implementation of 2013 
curriculum at school. 
Researcher observes that the cooperation between the teachers who have 
observed and the principal in each school is very good. Specifically for teacher, 
researcher gets more information that 2013 curriculum training helps them in 
understanding the 2013 curriculum deeply (philosophically, implementation strategy, 
core competency, and basic competency), so they have a strong desire to implement 
2013 curriculum at their school. They are also guided in arranging the lesson plan 
based on 2013 curriculum, skill in apply the problem based learning, project based 
learning and discovery learning and authentic assessment, also have a good skill in 
communication in trace and politely.  
Besides 2013 curriculum training, researcher gets information which supports 
the result of observation result. It called Musyawarah Guru Mata Pelajaran/ 
Consultative Meeting of Subject Teacher. It is a forum where the teachers share 
about their school condition, especially about their own subject. This forum called 
forum by, from and for the teacher. (Trisno, 2013).  This forum motivates the 
teacher to develop their ability and skill in arranging the lesson plan, and also develop 
the teacher ability in teaching, and the forum where the teacher share about the 
development in education thing. They also share about the problem that they face, 
and then try to solve it together. The teachers who have observed said that the 2013 
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curriculum training makes them more understands about several things in curriculum 
(Scientific approach and how to apply it, arranging the lesson plan based on 2013 
curriculum and assessment based on 2013 curriculum) and the MGMP is forum 
where they can refresh their knowledge about 2013 curriculum when they were 
learned in 2013 curriculum training.       
 
E. CONCLUSION  
Based on the result of data analysis and the research findings and discussions 
in the previous chapter, the researcher concludes that: 
1. The average score of teachers’ teacher comprehension about the learning 
concept  based on 2013 curriculum is 97. It is in very good category.  
2. The average score of teachers’ ability in constructing lesson plan based on 2013 
curriculum is 91. It is in very good category. 
3. The average score of teachers’ ability in applying the scientific approach in the 
class is 95 with very good predicate.  
4. The average score of teachers’ ability in applying the assessment based on 2013 
curriculum is 83 with good predicate.  
 
F. RECOMMENDATION  
Based on the result of this research, the researcher puts some suggestions as 
follow: 
1. Sustaining the teachers’ understanding and mastering about 2013 curriculum. 
2. The teacher also spread their ability and understanding about teaching English 
based on 2013 curriculum to the other teacher who do not understand yet for 
the better education in Gowa.  
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